
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CLYST ST GEORGE
PARISH COUNCIL
held on 12  November 2025 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall

Present:	Cllrs Howe, Bowen, Stubbs, Marks, Bragg, Manser Ward and Knowles
Members of Public: None

1.Apologies for absence: Cllr Henry Gent 
               
2. Approval of Minutes of Meeting: Unanimous approval

3. Declaration of interest: None

4. Open Forum : Cllr Knowles raised the matter of possible development of the land between Clyst St Mary and Clyst St George.  She expressed her concern over flooding, infrastructure, excess traffic and considered it to be unrealistic.  A discussion ensued.  Cllr Bragg enquired whether East Devon District Council had got an allocation total.  Cllr Howe said that the Neighbourhood Plan was progressing, but it would ultimately be the decision of the Inspectorate.  The number of homes under discussion presently are two thousand.  He felt this number of homes would not be feasable as it would put considerable strain on the roads.   Cllr Bowen considered that the new school within the proposal might put the local primary school at threat.  Cllr Howe agreed. Cllr Bowen said that he would make the school aware of the plans.

5. District and County Cllrs’ Reports: Cllr Gent had sent in his report which had been circulated.
 Cllr Bowen asked Cllr Howe about the advertised ‘development land’ north of Ebford Lane, adjacent to the A376. Cllr Bowen was concerned that the field made be used to create a new one-way system with Ebford Lane. Cllr Manser was in agreement with this, saying it had been suggested about twelve years ago.  The gate had been enlarged but was not used.  Cllr Bowen asked Cllr Howe whether he considered the entrance was adequate to support the potential development of new houses, and Cllr Howe confirmed he considered the visibility display satisfactory.  
Cllr Howe reported there was a further meeting on the Local Plan at the end of the month.  
Cllr Manser enquired whether there was an update on the Clyst Valley Trail. Cllr Howe replied that matter was presently ongoing. 
Cllr Howe reported that Exeter City Council want to absorb East Devon and be their own Unitary authority. He was unsure how this would work. 

Cllr Howe left the Meeting

6.     Emails received – Clerk’s report:
· Several emails regarding weather reports.
· DALC Bulletins
· Email from Howdens regarding their insurance
· Email from Exe Estuary re BBC Radio Children in Need
· Email from East Devon District Council re Planning site visit on land adjoining Shepherds Court
· Email from East Devon District Council re: Neighbourhood Plan notification
· Devon County Council Newsletter
· Email from Devon County Council re publication of proposals for local Government reorganization.
· Email from James Matheson re development opportunity of land between Clyst St Mary and Clyst St George.

7.     Finance - 
The Clerk reported that statements and spreadsheet had been circulated.  The Treasurer’s Account had a credit balance of £6893.92 after payment of accounts approved at the last meeting.  The CIL account held £6375.23, having been credited with £3.35 interest.  The Clerk suggested that a portion of the CIL money be transferred to the Savings Account.  Following discussion, this was unanimously agreed, with the sum to be transferred to be sufficient to make the total held in the CIL account £10,000, ie £3624.77.  This would leave the Treasurers Account with a credit balance of £3269.15.
This month there are invoices for Village Hall fees of £19.50 and the Clerks salary and expenses for £375.83.  Cllr Bowen also brought to the Councillors’ attention an account outstanding since April 2025, for County Grounds Maintenance - invoice No. 21310 - in the sum of £156 to be paid. 
Unanimous Vote for the payment of accounts detailed including the outstanding County Grounds Maintenance invoice 21310 noted above. 
Cllr Marks confirmed no response had been received regarding payment of the P3 money and he would send a further reminder. 

8.   New Open Space and Fencing: Cllr Bowen reported that he had contacted Clyst St George Cricket Club who were very helpful.  He had spoken to Paul Laverock who recommended Cllr Bowen contacted Countrywide Grounds Maintenance.  A discussion ensued regarding fencing.  Cllr Bragg produced details of fencing which included treated posts for chain link fencing, gates and hinges etc. at a cost of £3,600 including VAT – this quote was for supply only, labour was not included. 
The Clerk was requested to inform Gallaghers, our insurers of this acquisition, especially with regard to public liability.  There could be a risk of the children’s behaviour in the park.  Cllr Bowen suggested he speak with the Headmistress at the School in order she could highlight the Parish Council’s concern over safety whilst playing in the park.  
Cllr Bragg reported that he had spoken to Will Wass regarding the damaged wall at the park but unfortunately the damage had been caused by the roots of the tree causing the part collapse of the wall.  Cllr Marks confirmed he had checked the situation and felt he had secured the wall to ensure it was safe.  Cllr Bragg had also put tape around the damage. A wooden fence was suggested if still a problem.  Cllr Bragg said he knew a tree surgeon who could probably assist too with the trimming of the overhanging branches. Cllr Stubbs recommended Dartmoor Tree Surgeons. Cllr Bowen asked her to contact them requesting a quote.  Following further discussion it was agreed to obtain three quotes, including from Hi Line and Dartmoor Tree Surgeons.
Cllr Marks confirmed he would arrange for a sign to be put up in the park imminently to cover against any possible liability claim. 

9.  Speeding – Update by Cllr Knowles.
Cllr Knowles has arranged a meeting with Ebford residents at the end of the week, and this matter be on the Agenda for next Meeting.

10. Already covered in Item 8

11.   Planning (plus any applications received following distribution of Agenda)

25/2249/TRE Lady Sewards School, Clyst St George
T001 Lime – reduce height by 3m, reducing back to suitable growth points maximum diameter of cuts 150mm
Parish Council Response: No Objection

13. Reports from Councillors: 

Cllr Ward reported that to date she has not been able to find anyone to carry out the cleaning of the bus stop.  It was suggested the Community Liaison Officer may be able to assist. Cllr Manser will ask Rob Hatton of Bishops Clyst Parish Council if he knew of anyone.
Cllr Knowles and Cllr Stubbs had nothing to report.
Cllr Manser said he had received a reply from Angela King on the Neighbourhood Plan who was willing to meet with anyone regarding ours.  He said East Devon District Council was not aware of any reduction in funding.  Their year is April to March 31st.  Clyst St Mary have got theirs done, Woodbury is out for consultation.  Neither Woodbury nor Clyst St Mary have labelled parcels of land for redevelopment and left this to the Council.  Woodbury runs close to Ebford and there was talk of one farmer thinking of developing and consolidation of village.  This is out for consultation. Cllr Bowen enquired what we were going to do.  Cllr Manser suggested that we could get a team of representatives from Clyst St George and Ebford and be led by Parish Councilor preferably.  There would be a fair amount of consultation required to get feedback from the community.  Cllr Bowen suggested speaking to Rob Hatton of Clyst St Mary and we would need to appeal to the parish to see if anyone was interested. Cllr Manser considered a Parish Councillor should be figurehead.  Cllr Marks suggested we enlist Rob Hatton’s guidance and contact him.  Cllr Manser will provide the details to Cllr Bowen to contact Cllr Hatton. There is a possibility we could use the same expert as Clyst St Mary and perhaps Angela King could advise on this too.  Cllr Bowen will report back to the next meeting on the outcome of his enquiries. 
Cllr Bragg reported that he had been contacted with a complaint about the behaviour of the children in the village green.  Cllr Bowen suggested he would speak to the school to remind them to ask children not to pull on branches or dig holes.
Cllr Marks will, again, chase the P3 payment and hope this is to hand soon. 

Meeting convened at 9pm
Next meeting: Wednesday 10 December 2025 at 7.30pm Village Hall Clyst St George.

