CLYST ST GEORGE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes 
                                                                                   
There was a meeting of the Clyst St George Parish Council on Wednesday 8 July 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Clyst St George at which the following business was transacted: 

1. Record of attendance: 
a. Members Present: Cllr Bowen (Chairman) Cllrs Bragg, Manser and Ward. 
b. Apologies: The council resolved to accept apologies for absence from Cllr Howe, Cllr Stubbs and Cllr Marks 
c. Also Present: 1 Member of the Public

2. The council received draft Minutes of Meeting on 8m June 2026 for approval.
Unanimous Vote

3. Declaration of interests. None

4. Open Forum. Member of Public commented on the Clyst Road traffic problems and the need for a public footpath.  The road was increasingly getting heavier traffic going past and it was most difficult for members of the public to walk there with pushchairs, children and for cyclists to ride safely through the road.  The Member of Pubic considered the road should become a ‘green lane’.  Cllr Manser responded saying the road was part of the new Local Plan and that a Transport Plan was necessary.  The traffic needed to slow down going through Clyst Road. 

5. District and County Councillors’ Reports. No reports.

6. Correspondence. It was noted that the council had received the following correspondence: 

· Several emails received regarding the hot weather, with red weather warnings from East Devon DC, heatwave advice and a warning from David Whelan on this too.
· Invitation from Lady Seawards School to their Thankyou Café on 20 July 2026. This invitation has been accepted by Cllr Ward.
· DALC Bulletins
· Invitation to Clerks to code of conduct training session on 21 July 2026. Clerk confirmed her attendance. 
· Email from Devon County Council with updates on Devon Climate Emergency.
· Highways have sent a Highway Maintenance Scheme survey on involvement with Road Warden Scheme
· Email from Rhys Lewis of EDDC re an update on Clyst St George Neighbourhood Plan.
7. Finance   A copy of the bank statements and accounts spreadsheet had been circulated to members. 
a. Following payment of the accounts agreed at last month’s meeting, the Treasurer’s account is in credit by £6308.36 and £6404.83 in the CIL Account.  The bank statements circulated confirm these balances.   
b. The Clerk confirmed the AGAR Report had been delivered to PKF Littlejohn. 
c. A Savings Account with Lloyds Bank has been opened, to be named our Reserve Account. The Account sort code is 30 80 37 and Account No. 89726263.  At present there is a NIL balance. The Clerk had printed off the Credit Interest Rates from Lloyds Bank showing the interest rate as 0.50% gross.  

d. July payments. The council received the following payments for approval: 
  £259.98 to A.B. Grounds Maintenance
  £19.50 for the Village Hall’s fees
                £720 to County Grounds Maintenance (these funds to be claimed back from
                          S106 funds held)
                 £328.83 Net monthly salary to Mrs. C. Newbery, the Clerk.

               Unanimous Vote to agree the accounts as submitted, together with a unanimous vote
                to make the payments as listed. 

The Chairman stated he wished the Clerk’s salary to be reviewed together with her Contract of Employment, a copy of which the Clerk would forward to the Chairman.  This review to be an Agenda item for the next meeting
           
8. Section 106 Money - A discussion ensued regarding the use of the S106 funds.  Cllr Manser considered putting a seat inside the garden wall which should be fastened to the ground.  This would make the space more comfortable for parents of young children enjoying the facilities.  The Chairman considered this to be a reasonable request and suggested that picnic tables with benches could be provided also but would not wish barbecues to be used in this space.  He thought the sum of £12,500 would be a reasonable amount to spend on this.  

9. Cut and Collect Services – Cllr Manser reported that Aggett Brothers do not provide this service.  Cllr Bragg confirmed he would ensure the ground is cleared prior to the Fete.  He would approach Countrywide.  Cllr Bowen confirmed he would get the footpath quotes prior to the next meeting and expressed his thanks to Cllr Bragg for the cutting in the meantime.  A quote will be also obtained for any reseeding should it be necessary.


10. Bus Stop This matter to be an Agenda item for the next meeting.  Cllr Ward is awaiting further details of the quote she has received.  It was noted that three quotes should be obtained.  Cllr Ward will approach the firms she had contacted who had not quoted in the hope she can persuade them to provide a quote.  

11. Neighbourhood Plan – This matter to be on the next Agenda.  Unfortunately, Cllr Knowles has resigned from her post due to her work commitments.  A Councillor will be nominated in due course for this purpose.  The Clerk assured the Councillors an advertisement had been posted online and on noticeboards for replacement Councillor. 

12. Planning. The council considered the following applications:

26/1071/MOUT Land to the West of Clyst Road, Topsham
Outline application seeking approval for access only (including Highway works to Clyst Road) for the phased development of up to 35 dwellings (35% Affordable Housing) open space and associated infrastructure. Matters of landscaping, appearance, layout, scale reserved. 
A discussion ensued on this application.  It was agreed that the lack of a safe path and cycling route were lacking.  This echoed the parishioners concerns regarding this busy road. 
The Planning Officer was encouraged to consider the joining up of the footpaths in the area.

24/1143/PIP Land North of Ebford Lane, Ebford
Permission in principle for the erection of 1 no, dwelling.
Cllr Manser considered this application was very close to Rose Cottage – a listed building.  He felt this was a wet area and had concerns about gravel falling into the drainage system.

Councillors’ Reports
Cllr Manser wished to announce to the Parish Council that he and his wife had made the decision to downsize and move closer to their family.  Therefore, he would be standing down as Councillor from the 9thJuly 2026.  Cllr Manser said he had been a Councillor for twelve years which he had enjoyed immensely.  Cllr Bowen thanked Cllr Manser for all the efforts he had put into being a Councillor and wished him well for his future.  
Cllr Bragg had nothing to report.
Cllr Ward enquired about the Parish Council website.  The Clerk responded saying she did and also that she attended to the noticeboards in Clyst St George, Ebford and Clyst Road and was happy to continue doing so.
Cllr Bowen reported that he had emailed Rick Cawton, the Neighbourhood Highways Officer on the 8thJune 2026 regarding the footpath between Ebford and the George and Dragon Inn and the Bus Stop area.  He had received no response and would make contact again.   Cllr Bowen also contacted the landowners of the fields regarding strimmer/hedge work being necessary.  Both landowners had responded indicating this would be dealt with once the nesting season was over.  
Cllr Bowen again expressed his thanks to Cllr Manser for his long period of being a Councillor. 

The meeting closed at 9.25pm.
 
Date of next meeting: Wednesday, 9 September 2026 commencing at 7.30pm (or date to be announced in August should planning applications being received which are date sensitive) 
